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EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


{ We continue our selections from the reports of auxiliary societies, persua- 
ded that we could give nothing in our Magazine more acceptable to our rea- 
ders, although a few of them may sce the same articles in our annual report 
the circulation of which must be limited on account of the great expense o 
printing so large a volume and the high rates of postage on pamphlets.] 


New York Sunday School Union. 


Your committee could not fail to remark in examining the reports from the 
different schools, some few facts which deserve to be noticed. 

One that they would here record is, thirteen scholars, during the past year, 
have given satisfactory evidence of a change of heart, effected through the in- 
strumentality of sabbath school instruction, and made an open profession of their 
faith in Christ. 

Another fact which has just been communicated to your committee is, that 
one sunday school scholar has commenced his studies in this city, with a view 
to the ministry. 

Another encouraging fact is, that seventy of the teachers whose names are 
enrolled among the first founders of the schools, are still more indefatigable 
and engaged than ever. Three hundred and thirty commenced their labours 
within the past year, and three hundred and seventy-four have been engaged 
on an average from two to five years. 

Another fact is, the many instancesof reformation in parents of loose habits, 
through the admonitions and reproofs of their own children, nurtured and 
brought up at these fountains, who were altogether inaccessible by any other 
means. ‘There is convincing proof that direct application to the hearts and 
consciences of such men, is of little or no avail. It has been considered an 
useless expenditure of time to endeavour to reclaim the ignorant and profli- 
gate who are old in sin; but from the repeated instances, now on record, of 
reformation brought about by these indirect means, there is abundant evi- 
dence, that the best method of interesting such parents, is through their chil- 
dren. And while on this subject, your committee will state a circumstance 
of very recent occurrence. <A report states, “it was the practice of one 
of the teachers to visit in rotation two of the scholars every sabbath after di- 
vine service, and examine them before their parents, on the lesson for the day. 
Its good effects have been manifested in every instance, but in none more 
strikingly, than in the case of a boy whose parents kept a Porter House, which 
on the sabbath day more especially was thronged. His visits to the place had 
not been frequent, before the parents became deeply interested in hearin 
their boy answer his teacher’s questions, and not unfrequently would those 
who had assembled to drink, give up for the time their vile practice, to attend 
this infant Bible class. It is often the practice of the teacher to put such 
questions to his scholars as will be calculated in some manner to affect the 
minds of the parents, and in this instance his labours haye not been without 4 
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blessing. About three months since, the boy came to school with a message 
to his teacher that ‘his father had shut up his house and had determined to sell no 
more liquor on sunday.’ lis doors still remain closed against those who would 
spend the sabbath day in sir, but no one is more welcome than he who car- 
ried the gospel into his family.” And who else, your committee would ask, 
could have carried the gospel there? 

Another circumstance worthy of grateful record, which your committee 
have learned from these reports, is—that several of the teachers, already as- 
certained to amount to two hundred and eighty-three, while instructing others, 
have by that means, it is hoped, been themselves taught of the Spirit, and de- 
livered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of God’s 
dear Son. These effects for several years have been uniform, and they appear 
to be multiplying. Of the number just mentioned forty-six have become pious 
during the past year. Herein has been fulfilled the promise, that “he that 
watereth shall be watered also himself.” 

Another fact deserving of remark is, that forty-three of these teachers have 
left their employment in these schools, not to go back to the emptiness and 
vanity of the world, but to devote their renewed natures in the service of 
their master in the gospel ministry, several of whom have entered upon their 
labours, 

Here they first experienced the power of religious truth to subdue and sof- 
ten the heart. Here they first felt the strivings of the Spirit and deep con- 
viction for sin, connected with unfeigned repentance and saving faith. And 
here were those constraining motives presented to their minds, which induced 
them to engage in their laborious and responsible work of preaching the 
truths of the everlasting gospel. 

One report says—another of our children aged eight years, died in August 
last—during a protracted illness he gave the most blessed evidence that the 
sabbath school had had a most salutary effect on his mind. Though of such a 
tender age he felt the necessity and value of religion; andto the astonishment 
of his relatives and friends, manifested its power on his soul by a conversation 
that deeply affected all who heard him. Feeling himself the value of an in- 
terest in the Saviour, he exhorted his brothers to seek it also. He called them 
to his bedside and entreated them with much affection, “to be wicked no 
longer, but to love God and obey their parents, and thus be prepared to follow 
him to Heaven.” 

In one of the schools, a child at the age of fourteen or fifteen, has been 
noted as being fractious, thoughtless and disobdient. He has sometimes aim- 
ed to disturb the peace and interrupt the studies of the other boys— 
constantly restless and ungovernable in church. But God has met him in 
mercy; he hasbeen awakened to a sense of his condition a sa ruined sinner, 
and evinces by his conversation, prayers and actions, that he has experienced 
an entire change in his feelings: so visible is it, as to attract the wonder of 
the other scholars. He has recently been appointed ateacher. He is now 
possessed of that mildness, serenity and love, and those other traits of charac- 
ter which seem tobe a presage of his more extensive usefulness. 

Two other children nearly of the same age, and belonging to another school, 
indulge the christian’s hope. During the time of their serious impressions 
their pastor and teachers became acquainted with their exercises; their con- 
victions were apparently deep, and this change was succeeded by peace and 
comfort. After a suitable season of probation they made a public profession— 
they are now teachers. 

Another lad about fourteen years old became first deeply impressed on 
hearing the pious pleading of his teacher, who thus exhorted his class—* My 
dear n, your feet stand on very slippery places; you are in the way to 
ruin—hell is before you”—the child went home reflecting upon this brief ex- 
hortation; he trembled as he saw his danger—and was almost afraid to pray, 
because he was so great a sinner. His period of distress continued several days, 
in which he frequently called upon, his teacher to know what he should do. 
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When the teacher inquired respecting his feelings, he was sometimes so much 
overpowered as to be unable to speak. Day after day the boy considered his 
case more and more hopeless: the hour when he felt the dawn of liberty and 
peace, was during the silence of night, and when he was engaged in prayer; 
the remainder of the night was to him a memorable era—ever since that time 
he has seemingly been an exemplary and happy child, his mind had not been 
impressed but a few days, before another boy of the same class became anx- 
ious for his soul—he has since obtained relief. Their souls, like those of Da- 
vid and Jonathan, appear to be knit together; they visit each other almost 
every day: they have also devised and executed certain plans of usefulness, 
in which thirty or forty boysin the same school have become interested. 


New-York Female Union Society for the promotion of Sabbath Schools. 


One of our scholars, a coloured adult, has crossed the swellings of Jordan, 
and we trust has received the crown, prepared for those that die in the Lord. 
When she entered the school, about seven years since, she could not read; her 
diligence and progress were great, and she soon learned to read for herself 
the glad tidings of the gospel of peace, and was led by it to a knowledge of 
the truth, as itis in Jesus. She was shortly after received into the church, on 
a profession of her faith in a crucified Saviour. Her exemplary piety, and 
christian deportment, will long live in our memories ; and the sick and dying 
bed of Mary D. has added one more to the innumerable witnesses of the pre- 
ciousness of the faith of the gospel, and the rich consolations afforded by it, in 
the hour of affliction. In the prospect of death, with an unwavering, humble, 
clinging faith, she placed her whole reliance on the merits of her Saviour, fre- 
quently expressing her readiness to depart, and be with him, whom having not 
seen she loved. Her grateful feelings to her dear sunday school ladies for all 
the good they had been the means of imparting to her soul, humbled while 
they cheered us. During the past year, two of our teachers, in the bloom of 
life, have professed their faith in Christ, by joining themselves to his visible 
church. One of our pupils has likewise made a public profession of her faith 
in the Lord Jesus, and sealed it at his table. School No. 6, furnishes us with 
most interesting facts. The past year has been marked by many interestin 
circumstances, calculated to stimulate and encourage those engaged in sabbath 
schools, some of which we feel it our duty publicly to acknowledge. One of 
our teachers, and three of our scholars, have embraced the religion of Jesus, 
and publicly professed their faith in him. A little child, only four years old, 
who had attended our school, on his sick and dying bed became a preacher of 
righteousness, andthe instrument of his mother’s conversion. He attended 
the school with his sister, and there learned that he was asinner. On his sick 
bed, he said to his mother, I have heard in the sabbath school, that we must 
have new hearts, or we cannot go to heaven when we die. Now, mother, I 
am going to die, and must pray for a new heart. She replied, and you will 
pray, my dear, for your mother. Ono; he said, I lhiave but a short time to pray, 
you must pray for yourself. ‘The words of this infant preacher so deeply im- 
pressed the mother, that she found no rest nor peace, until enabled, by faith, 
to embrace the Saviour of sinners. 

God still continues to be gracious unto us, says the report of No. 14. Three 
of our teachers, and one scholar, have publicly professed their faith in Christ, 
since our last anniversary. 

At this moment, we recollect, that in a former report, with much sorrow of 
heart, we had to mourn, and say, only seven of our teachers are pious! Now 
we could not find that number of 33 who have not publicly owned the name of 
Jesus. What hath God wrought! The harmony that prevails among our teach- 
ers, and their long continuance in the school, are blessings we would acknowl- 
edge with gratitude. No.23is conducted by a maternal instructress, two su- 
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perintendents, and 16 teachers. The office of the maternal instructress is one 
of much utility. The design of itis to provide an elderly person, as counsel- 
lor, and auxiliary to the superintendents, and to give religious instruction to the 
children, all of whom alternately, from sabbath to sabbath, partake of her care. 
By a new arrangement in our plan, we have re&tricted our scholars to certain 

ortions of scripture for their weekly lessons. The experience of the profita- 
Lioness of the plan we allude to, prompts us to recommend it earnestly to 
others. 

The selected lessons, as printed by the American Sunday School Union, are 
to be had at the depository. They are sufficient for one year. Few of the les- 
sons exceed 15 verses. Each lesson is announced at the close of the school, 
read at home by the scholars, and, the succeeding sabbath, read in the class, and 
explained by the teacher, who questions the scholars on every part of it, and 
adds such suitable application as it demands. The lessonis recited the follow- 
ing sabbath. The pastor of the church, with which the school is connect- 
ed, expounds our sabbath lesson, at the weekly prayer meeting, on Friday 
evenings. 

The school has been examined on these lessons, before the church and 
their parents, and we believe it has had the happy effect of reviving us all, to 
greater interest in the concerns of the school; and we would particularly re- 
mark, that it engages the attention of the scholars very much. 

In school No. 38, there has been a library formed during the past year, be- 
longing to the Male and Female Schools of the church; it contains 254 volumes, 
and those scholars who are remarkable for their good behaviour, have the privi- 
lege of drawing a book once afortnight. The prayer meeting in union with 
the other school, is held the last Monday of the month: teachers, parents, and 
children, attend; and we find them precious and profitable seasons. Since our 
last anniversary, three scholars and four teachers have made a public profes- 
sion of their faith in Christ. From No. 40, one of the scholars has been re- 
moved by death—a coloured girl aged 14. She was remarkable for receiving 
instruction in school, and as her disease was lingering and paintul, she seemed 
to realize, that her time was short; she was very fond of her school and teach- 
ers, and frequently spoke of them in her last illness with affection. She loved 
the word of God, and conversed on its truths, with all around her. Her last 
moments were spent in prayer. We do believe that she is one of the first- 
born, whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Thus the Lord has not left us without a witness, that we have not laboured 
jn vain, nor spent our strength for naught. : 

We have abundant encouragement not to be weary in well doing, for even 
should we go forth weeping, if we bear precious seed, we shall doubtless re- 
turn with joy, bringing our sheaves with us. For asthe earth bringeth forth 
her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it, to spring 
forth ; so the Lord will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth, before 
al] nations, 











Monroe Sunday School Union. 


The sunday school history of Monroe county, commences in 1817, with the 
school established by some of the members of the first Presbyterian congre- 

tion in Rochester, in the spring of that year. Their progress in the county 
- been gradual and slow. Like most other benevolent institutions of mod- 
ern origin, it has had its enemies to encounter in every religious denomina- 
tion. We trust it has already conquered the prejudices of many of its ene- 
mies, obtained the good wishes of many who once were indifferent towards 
jt, and won the most affectionate regards of its friends. Although a greater 
number of children have enjoyed its advantages the last, than any former year, 
yet we must not relax our exertions. But little has been accomplished in com- 
parison of what remains to be done. 

The whole number of children between the ages of five and fifteen years, 
returned by the school commissioners to the county clerk’s office, is 19,857 
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The average number of children to each town, is about 677. The average 
number of children which have attended the several sunday schools, does not 
amount to one hundred to each town. From this, we may suppose that not one 
fourth part of the children who are of suitable age to attend the sunday school, 
are yet favoured with its privileges; [number estimated at 20,000.] 

Our object is to extend the advantages of the sunday school to every child 
inthecounty. In order to accomplish this, we need the prayers and influence 
of every sincere friend of the rising generation. With their aid, this good 
work will go forward, and ere long our highest expectations will be answered. 

The establishment of a depository of sunday school books, and the forma- 
tion of sunday school societies in all the towns, remain yet to be accomplished. 

The friends of sunday schools have cause to congratulate themselves upon 
what has already been accomplished in our county, and to rejoice in the pro- 
gress which the sunday school cause is making in our country. ‘These schools 
have been established in all our principal cities and villages, and the time is 
not far distant we trust, when the benefits of a sunday school will be within the 
reach of the children of every neighbourhood inthe U.S. The christian and 
the patriot cannot but look upon these operations with pleasure; as they must 
see that in these institutions, thousands are in a course of preparation for use- 
fulness both in church and state, who, otherwise, might be left without that 
religiousand moral instruction requisite to make them exemplary christians, or 
good citizens. 

The reputation of Monroe county, so far as concerns her interest in the Bi- 
ble cause, stands high ; and it is but for the friends of sunday schools to come 
up to the work which lies before them, and engage heart and hand in the good 
cause, and we shall not only be rendering our own county an important ser- 
vice, but be setting an example worthy of imitation, by the friends of sunday 
schools in the neighbouring counties. 

At the annual meeting it was resolved to increase our funds to $200, for the 
purpose of keeping a depository supplied with books, to be sold at cost. 





Guilford Sabbath School Association, 


In the recent revival in this town, we think we have seen the beneficial ef- 

fects of sunday schools, It has apparently been a work of the Spirit and the 
word, beyond any thing I ever witnessed before. Though the subjects have 
been among the youth, their vanity has not shown itself in sallies of the pas- 
sions. The anxious sinner has not been tossed with fear, but borne down with 
a sense of sinand of duty; the earnest have rejoiced with trembling, and with 
a broken heart, not because they hoped for deliverance from misery, but have 
rejoiced in the attributes of God, the distinguishing doctrines of grace, and 
in the duties of the gospel. Before we had but few pious youth for teachers; 
the late work of the Divine Spirit, has furnished a competent number for all 
the schools which were in operation the last year. May we have hearts to ac- 
knowledge this special mercy of God. 
* The report contains the following pleasing fact: A professing christian in 
this society had been disposed to argue that sabbath schools could only lead 
children to trust in the forms of religion: but the solicitations of an only son 
and his mother prevailed with the father to let the child attend the school. 
The child went to the school, and soon began toask his father solemn questions 
on religion, with tears in his eyes: the father also overheard his repeated pray- 
ers, and he became the friend of sabbath schools. 


Painted Post Female Sabbath School. 


This society has the satisfaction to report their schools are still existing, al- 
though they have many discouragements to encounter. ‘The general state of 
society is immoral, consequently there is a lamentable want of pious faith 
ful, and well qualified teachers, and all that is done in the cause of sabbath 
schools, principally devolves upon illiterate females. Never perhaps was the 
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labours of a sabbath school missionary more needed than in this region of 
country. Had not there been a few of /uith to believe the Lord-was on our 
side, we would have sunk ere this under our heavy burdens, but blessed be his 
name, he does support and strengthen the weak and feeble minded, and we 
do know that if our work proceed from Aim, it will not be overthrown, “ but in 
due time we shall reap if we faint not.” 





NEW JERSEY. 
Elizabeth Sabbath School Society. 

The superintentendent of the female school states, that one child about ten 
years of age, who has been in the school ever since she was old enough to at- 
tend, and to no other, is the scholar referred to as having recited the 487 texts. 
She has not been absent once in six years. She has recently left town, and at 
the late examination of the school publicly expressed her gratitude to the di- 
rectors and teachers for all they had done for her. 

Another instance specially proving the blessed effects resulting from sab- 
bath schools, is stated by the superintendent of this school as follows, viz. “A 
mother on her dying bed, sent for the teacher of her child to visit her, saying, 
she had a great desire to see the lady her daughter talked so much about, 
and thank her for her kindness to her.” Such facts speak volumes in favour 
of sabbath schools. 

The board have the pleasure to remark, that a number of scholars in the dif- 
ferent schools have not been absent once through the year, and some of these 
have not been absent for several years. This punctuality of attendance de- 
serves and receives the commendation of the board. 





Flemington and Amwell Sunday School Society. 

School No. 6. From this school no report has been received. From verbal 
information we learn that its numbers have been about equal to former years. 
Some of the teachers are still active and zealous, and are praying for its con- 
tinuance, success and prosperity. From our past experience we see nothing 
that should discourage the friends and benefactors of these schools from con- 
tinuing their efforts in support of them; but on the contrary, we see much 
calculated to stimulate them to increase their exertions, and to go forward with 
this work ; much to inspire us with gratitude to the great author of our being 
to whose glory we desire to consecrate ourselves and all our services. In con- 
cluding permit us to express the hope that the American Sunday School Uni- 
on, of which it is our privilege to form a part, may continue to flourish and 
extend its genial influence till that happy day shall arrive when one mighty 
union shall be formed, embracing in its limits the people of every language 
and of every land, who shall dwell with the glorified spirits above, to ascribe 
glory, and honour, -and blessings, and power, to him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever. 





Orange Sunday School Society. 

This society has eight schools under its care. The report states that twen. 
ty teachers have made a public profession of religion, and five others give 
evidence of piety; also seventeen scholars have made a public profession of 
religion within the past year. The efforts of our schools have evidently been 
very beneficial among both scholars and teachers. A sunday school mission- 
ary would be very acceptable and useful among us—and the cause, doubtless, 
would be promoted by such a visiter. ‘The sabbath school concertof prayer is 
observed by the teachers, a number of the parents and others, 





Female Charity School Society. 

This society has five schools, independent of the male school of Somerville. 
The whole number of scholars under our care is 160. We sincerely believe 
that during the last year, one superintendent and one teacher have experien- 
ced a saving change of heart. One blessed effect of sabbath school instruc- 
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tion we find is, that in remote parts of the congregation, where children 
before the establishment of schools, had nevér committed a single line of 
scripture, through the last summer committed a number of chapters besides 
other lessons. Parents also, who were not in the habit of attending church 
formerly, have since their establishment, come out to church and prayer meet- 
ings and thus good is done. Doubtless the cause would be much promoted 
by a visit from the sunday school missionary, and the schools are even now 
stimulated to exertion by the hope of sceing one; and many of the little ones 
are laying by their cents, in order to reward him for his trouble, or as a token 
of their gratitude for his notice. Should one come, we trust this society would 
not be backward in contributing its mite towards his support. 


Sabbath School Society of Springfeld and vicinity. 

This society has at present five schools, Nine teachers and ten scholars 
have made a public profession of religion during the past year. We have 
lost one scholar by death, and we have reason to hope, that death proved his 
everlasting gain. He had expressed the hope of a saving change having been 
wrought in his heart by the Holy Spirit, several months previous to his death 
(which occurred on Sunday September 12th.) He was not quite twelve years 
of age; but his exercises seemed scriptural, and his parents testified that his 
conduct was much changed for the better. He was trequently heard in pray- 
er, and it is believed it was his daily practice to read the Bible and engage in 
secret prayer. His hope did not forsake him in the near view of death, and 
even when his end drew nigh he declared to his pastor, thathe eit comfortable 
in mind, trusting on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. His latter end was peace- 
ful; and though his disease seemed to indispose him for much conversation, 
yet when he did express his feelings, they were such as encouraged his friends 
to hope in his happy change. 


Woodbury Sabbath School Society. 

We have lost one of our scholars during the past year, a little girl six years 
of age; she was an interesting child, and gave, we think, some evidence of a 
change. She was sometimes found in secret prayer. We can say that upon 
the whole we feel encouraged that our labour has not been entirely in vain, 
that we shall reap, if we faint not, and that we shall gain souls by means of 
ourlabour. Two teachers since our last report have made profession of a 
change of heart, 


Camden Sunday School Society. | 
Our school has exhibited rather a more interesting appearance since its 
commencement this spring, and from the serious behaviour of the teachers 
and children, we hope we are about to experience a revival of religion. 
A little girl, aged four years, a pupil of this school, has been removed by 
the hand of death, and we trust is now in the mansions of bliss singing praises 
to the Lord her God. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Bedford Sunday School Union. 

This society has in connexion with it three schools, one situated in Bedford, 
one in Schellsburg, and one in Martinsburg. A small library of 84 volumes is 
connected with the school. This place, till within about three or four months 
past, was remarkable for the lukewarmness among professors of religion. 
About that time hearing of revivals of religion in all directions, some few 
living members began to exert themselves, and established prayer meetings, 
and they made it a general meeting of prayer that God would revive his work 
among us. We rejoice to say that already nine or ten persons have profes- 


sed their attachment to Christ ; and may we not hope and pray that God will 
still continue to bless our labours. 
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Carlisle Sunday School Union. 


This Union reports a total of ten schools, 580 male and 263 female scholars 
Forty-eight male and thirty-one female teachers. We have a library. 

One of the scholars gave pleasing evidences of a gracious change, was con. 
versed with frequently by one of the elders and officers of the school, and 
although but cleven years of age was thought to have been far advanced in 
divine life. . 





Crawford County Sabbath School Union. 


For an account of this Union, the reader is referred to the statement made 
in the first report of the American Sunday School Union, and in the reports 
previously given to the public by the Philadelphia Sunday and Adult School 
Union, 

The following table is a continuation of that published in the report of the 
American Sunday School Union for the last year. 


Nos Formed. Names. Teachers. Learners. 
Male. Female Male. Female. 


73 1825 Fallowfield Union Branch, 2 3 16 20 
74 1825 Paper Mill, ° : : 2 2 14 16 
75 1825 Reach Forest, ° : 1 3 9 17 
76 1826 Fallowfield Sunday School, 2 2 12 14 
77 1826 Farringdon Hill, . 6 1 15 18 

13 11 66 80 
Amou:t of the 72 schools last year, 252 150 979 1118 








265 141 1045 1198 


Total of teachers 406, of learners 2243. In the new schools there are about 
thirty adults. Additional learners would probably make the amount 2500. 

As this Union stretches over a territory of nearly 150 miles in length and 
100 in breadth, a minute return from all the schools could not be obtained 
in season for thisreport. It may, however, be remarked that the aggregate of 
instruction and happy effects from the whole, so far as ascertained, though 
inconsiderable in some of the schools, is such as to cheer the christian heart, 
to stimulate to continued and increased exertion. The good moral effects, 
wherever these little seminaries have been duly conducted, are universally 
acknowledged, and numerous are tlre corresponding attestations which have 
been made to the Patron of the Union. 

During the past year, a special blessing from the good Spirit of all grace 
has been poured upon some of these institutions consecrated to God. The 
American Sunday School Magazine has unfolded something of the display ot 
divine mercy in reference to one section. In three other sections, uncom- 
mon seriousness has for some months prevailed among the teachers, learners, 
and others. Of teachers sixteen, and of learners not less than thirty, in four 
sections of this Union, have either made a public profession of religion or are 
rejoicing in the God of their salvation. Of the latter, some are under twelve 
years of age. One little girl, ten years old, who thinks she has found grace 
to choose that good part which shall never be takenfrom her, has frequently 
retired inthe interim of her day school, with her little companions, into 
some thicket in the woods to kneel down and pray—to speak of Jesus the 
friend of little children, and to exhort them to repent and believe—and on 
their return the object has been discovered by the solemnity of their coun- 
tenances and by the tears with which their cheeks have been suffused. 

A more full account of the favourable appearance in this region may be 
expected, at some future time, through the American Sunday School Magazine. 

Fourteen of the schools reported as belonging to this Union, have in the 
course of the year, been released to form constituent parts of the two new 
and flourishing sabbath school unions of Mercer and Venango. In due time, 
itis to be hoped, that every county in this state, and in every one of the Uni- 
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ted States, will constitute a sabbath school union connected with the noble 
and efficient American Union. 

In Crawford county, forty-eight schools have been formed. Of these many 
are doing well—some are cold and careless—and some which have been al- 
most extinct are again aroused to action. 

The Crawford County Sunday School Union Library, has alreacy had such 
a desirable effect on the minds of many, both young and adult, that it is con- 
ceived a better plan can scarcely be adopted to continue that excitement, 
which is indispensable to the welfare of these institutions. [See the report 
for last year of the American Sunday School Union, pages 73, 74, for an ac- 
count of this library and the conditions of a share in it.] Thirty-nine shares 
have been secured by the learners in the Union, agreeably to the stipulations 
required, and many are the candidates for this highly profitable distinction. 
Married men and married women have become sabbath school pupils, in or- 
der that they may, at length, arrive at the privilege of a right to the benefits 
of this collection of books. This library has been made altogether by the hand 
of charity, and a more useful charity for a newly settled country, like this, is 
not easily to be devised. 

Since the last report, Isatan Toomas, Esq. LL. D. the venerable and mag- 
nanimous president of the American Antiquarian Society of Worcester, in 
Massachusetts, has made a donation of about 600 volumes to this library, which 
in a few days, will be added to the 120 volumes of which it at present con- 
sists. This will greatly promote the sabbath school excitement, and will con- 
tribute greatly to the mental improvement of multitudes, who, in no other 
way, could have expected the privilege of using such literary, moral, and re- 
ligious treasures. 


Sabbath School Society of the Reformed Church, Germantown, 


Many of the youth of this interesting school have exhibited the lovely fruits 
of moral improvement, and religious learning; and from our past experience 
we have good reason to believe that our labours of love to these precious im- 
mortal souls, have not been in vain in the Lord. From the commencement 
of the school to this period, it has ever presented, to the eye of the teacher, 
and to every admirer of the sunday school cause, the beautiful appearance of 
a flourishing little nursery in the great vineyard of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our pastoris deeply interested in the welfare of the school, and has great. 
ly encouraged us with his presence and counsel. He has attended with us 
thirty-four sabbaths in the last year, and frequently addressed and exhorted both 
teachers and scholars on the subject of religion. 


Lancaster Methodist Episcopal Sunday School. 


During the past year, one of the directors of this school has departed this 
life. He died on the 27th of August last. The president of the society visited 
him frequently during his illness, and he appeared much cast down, on account 
of his unfaithfulness in the discharge of his duties. He was frequently heard 
praising God, for the sweet joy and peace he felt in his soul. The morning 
he departed, he exhorted his friends to repent of their,sins, and then said, Glo- 
ry to God, I see the heavenly city—I see Jesus, and soon after breathed his last 
without a struggle or a groan. 


Sunday School Society of Norristown. 


We have but few observations to make that would either be useful or inter- 
esting ; our school is larger, and in a much more flourishing state than it has 
been for several years past. We were obliged to suspend it for a few weeks 
during the winter, for want of teachers; having lost one director, and two ac- 
tive male teachers by removal, the former to labour as a minister of the gospel, 
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the latter to finish their studies preparatory to that office. But we have late- 
ly had an accession of teachers, (two of which were formerly scholars) and 
we rejoice to state, that they promise to become active and useful in the dis- 
charge of their important duties. We would be rejoiced could we see the 
sunday school concert of prayer established in this place, and doubt not but 
it would be productive of much good, but it seems at present impracticable ; 
we however hope that we shall succeed in establishing a teachers’ prayer 
meeting, the ensuing summer—being fully convinced of the importance ot 


united, fervent prayer, for the blessing and assistance of Almighty God, who 
has said “ without me ye can do nothing.” 


Northumberland Male Sabbath School Association. 


Our school continues to be in a flourishing state; the children are anxious 
to attend and parents willing they should. ‘The attention of the children to 
the concert of prayer is remarkable ; cold and wet weather has not prevented 
them from attending, and they are very anxious that their parents should ac- 
company them to “ their meetings” as they call it. Long before the evening 
it ishekl upon, approaches, the teachers are frequently asked “when the pray- 
ermeeting is to be.”” We usually read from the Sunday School Magazine, 
interesting accounts of the death of some pious sunday scholar, of schools 
among the poor heathen, and other information of like character, which excites 
great attention from the youthful auditors. 


Wayne County Sunday School Union, 


We have enjoyed a season of the special outpouring of God’s Spirit in this 
neighbourhood, during the winter, and nearly fifty persons have become 
hopefully pious—but this interesting season has gradually subsided, and we 
fear is about to be followed with coldness and stupidity. ‘Three of our teach- 
ers and six scholars have professed religion during last year. 


DELAWARE. 
Cold Spring Sabbath School. 


Our school continues to flourish, and we trust some good has been done by 
our labours, and we hope much good will still continue to be done, until 
there shall be no occasion for our labours, in leading the youthful mind to a 
knowledge of their Saviour. Four of our teachers and two scholars have 
made a profession of religion during the last year. The objects of our school, 
and other schools in this state might be promoted, we think, if one of your 
missionaries were to direct his steps this way. Sunday school missionary la- 
bours we know to be of value wherever they are made. We regret to say 
Sir, that our pastor has not visited us once during the last year. 


MARYLAND. 


Uniontown Sunday School. 


A considerable revival of religion has taken place in the town and vicinity ; 
six of the teachers have made a public profession of religion, and four others 
have become hopefully pious. 





Taneytown Sunday School Society. 


In October last, the Rev. J Helfenstein of your city visited this place, and 
ohpore: in this congregation; and we have reason to believe that through 
1is faithful labours the school was revived. His labours also have been bles- 
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sed to the conversion of many sinners, and the work of grace still continues; 
several who were violent in opposing the work of God have been brought 
to feel themselves guilty sinners, and have laid down their weapons, and 
are now rejoicing in the hope of a Saviour. 

Among those who have been the subjects of the late revival two thirds of 
them were either teachers or scholars of the sunday school. 





VIRGINIA. 
Romney Sunday School. 


The board are more than ever convinced of the necessity and good effects 
of sunday school instruction in this place; and would urge more earnestly 
than ever, that this system of instruction be prosecuted with increasing vi- 
gour. The good effects which we hope will be produced are the following : 

First. The prevention of the profanation of the Sabbath.—The c hildren, ga- 

theredjinto the school, are shut out from the noisy collections of mirth, and 
vice, and profanity, to which they have been many of them accustomed, and 
to which they are now invited by the example of too many of maturer years. 
While we almost despair of reclaiming those who have grown old in the com- 
mission of this sin, we know of no better preventive for the children, than 
the scripture instructions of the sabbath school. 

Secondly. The orderly attendance on public worship.—T he children being 
brought regularly under religious instruction, and called to join in religious 
exercises, and being led to hear the preached gospel under the inspection of 
their teachers, begin to put on a serious orderly deportment, in place of that 
folly and levity which have characterized too many of them in all things that 
concerned religion. We trust this will grow into a fixed habit of serious at- 
tention on public worship,—a habit of inestimable value. 

Thirdly. The storing the mind with all important truths.—The truths, which 
they are now committing, may for the present be only as seed sown, without 
the least appearance of germination; but we hope, that in this case as ina 
multitude of others of which we have heard, they will eventually spring up 
and bear fruit for years to come. If the mind is not stored with truths of im- 
portance, we know it will be filled with thoughts of folly and vanity. The 
Scriptures charge us, T'rain up a child in the way he should go 

Fourthly. Conveying religious instruction to others.—The recitation of a sun- 
day school lesson, or a question from a sunday school scholar, or the instruc- 
tion which the children have been able to impart, have sometimes interested 
parents in the things of religion to which they have been utter strangers for 
years, perbaps all their forme: rlives; and this interest, once excited, has even- 
tuated in their salvation. We may witness this happy result. 

Fifthly. The present and future welfare of the children.—We are encouraged, 
from what we have seen elsewhere, and what we have heard from almost ev- 
ery part of our country, to hope, that the truths which are now laid up in the 
memories of the children, will eventually conduce to their future good, and 
final salvation, Our Saviour prays for his disciples, Sanctify them by thy truth, 
‘thy word is truth. 

The pre cious truths laid up in the children’s minds, the holy Spirit may 
hereafter in mercy use for their conviction and growth in grace. If nothin 
more is accomplished than to make the children moral when they are men zo 
women, society will in that case have gained immense ly by the sunday school, 

Sixthly. The raising up of a succession of experienc ed teachers.— It requires 
time and attention to become a good sabbath school teacher; a few efforts 
will not accomplish the desired object. Those who have grown up in them, 
have the best opportunity of excelling as teachers. It is not a thing impos- 
sible, that we, who are now acting as teachers, may live to see this school 
taught by some of these very children, who are receiving the rudiments of 
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their learning under our care. One of your board was engaged as a teacher 
in one of the earliest sabbath schools in Virginia. There were in that school 
many learning to read. After an absence of six years, on a visit to the place 
where the school was held, he found some of those very little children teach- 
ers of other children, and members of the church of Christ. He will long 
remember their affectionate salutation. We are also informed that some of 
the most enterprizing characters in this age of christian exertion, were once 
sabbath school scholars. And such results, if they should follow our exer- 
tions, would be fraught with so much goodto society, that the anticipation 
is encouragement for us to gu on in the work. 





Norfolk Sunday School Union. 


During the past year, our school has increased from 49 to 103. We have 
adopted the plan recommended by the American Union of giving the child- 
ren each sabbath a subject on which to find Scripture proofs. Several of them 
have collected and committed to memory during the last quarter, a hundred 
appropriate texts. We have found this a most useful and interesting exercise 
both to teachers and learners. We have been favoured with many pastoral 
visits, for which we desire here to make grateful acknowledgments. 

Our library hasincreased. We have now about sixty volumes. We think 
it has been useful to our school, and would recommend the formation of li- 
braries to our sister schools. In conclusion we would remark that our teach- 
ers and children are as much as ever engaged in the work. 

We cannot say that we have seen the ‘stately steppings of Jehovah’ in our 
school during the past year, but we humbly trust that his § still small voice’ is 
speaking to many hearts, and that we shall yet hear our dear charge inqui- 
ring of us, ‘what must we do to be saved.’ 

The Managers have resolved to designate the several schools by a number, 
by which they will hereafter be known. Upon casting lots, No. 1 fell to the 
Baptist school, 2 to the Presbyterian, 3 to the Union, and 4 to the Ports- 
mouth. By a review of their reports it appears, that 


No. Boys. Girls. Total, Vale. Fem. Teach’s. 
1 has 53 22 75 7 4, 11 
3 « 37 43 80 7 6 13 
le 56 47 103 4 11 16 
oe * 50 55 105 8 7 15 

196 167 363 26 28 55 


There were in union last year, 3 schools containing 164 scholars—32 teach- 
ers, being an increase of 199 scholars—23 teachers. 

It gives us pleasure to notice the rise of several new schools in our vicini- 
v. There is room and need for many more in our district, and we wish for 
the day when they shall be found in every village and neighbourhood. 

It deserves mention that the Monthly Concert Prayer Meeting for sabbath 
schools, has been generally well attended during the year past. To pray 
without ceasing is a special duty of those concerned in sunday schools. 





South Carolina Sunday School Union. 


This Union embraces 14 schools, and about 1065 scholars. Four scholars 
and 13 teachers have professed religion ; and no less than 20 or 30 other teach- 
ers appear to have undergone a change of heart. 

We are happy to say the sunday school Concert of Prayer has just com- 
menced among us, and we sincerely hope that it may be continued, and do 
much good to all who attend this valuable meeting. Great solemnity at this 
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time prevails in several of the schools in this city—hopeful conversions have 
taken place, and the blessed work continues. On the ast Saturday afternoon 
a sermon was preached to the children, which was attended by crow ds; ma- 
ny were seen weeping together. ‘Teachers seem to feel, and great good we 
trust is doing in fulfilment of God’s promise, and in answer to prayer. 


aS 


Georgia Sunday School Union, 

After several meetings were held for the purpose of re-organizing the Au- 
gusta Sunday School Union, a committee was appointed to prep are a constitu- 
tion which should more effectually promote the great objects which the friends 
of that institution had in view—and the result of that appointment was, the 
formation of the constitution of “the Georgia Sunday School Union, auxiliary 
to the American Sunday School Union.” ‘This constitution was adopted on 
the 18th November, 1825, and in January after, the Society was recognized 
as auxiliary to the National Institution. 

By one of the articles of the constitution, each subscriber paying three dol- 
lars, became a life member of the Society—the amounts raised by life sub- 
scription, or received by donations, were intended to form a capital for the 
establishment of a depository,from which all sunday schools in this vicinity or 
elsewhere as far as practicable, might be furnished with the necessary books, 
on the lowest terms; anda fund of $146 25, having been raised,a arenes 
was established and books from the American Sunday School Depository wer 
ordered and furnished—and a provision was made in the constitution, that 

each sunday school paying three dollars to this society and * making an annual 
report of the names of theirsuperintendent, and secretary, number of teach- 
ers and scholars should be auxiliary to this society, and be entitled to books at 
cost prices,” which would be twenty per cent. below the regular invoice rates, 
leaving five per cent. to mect the expenses of transportation. 

As soon as practicable after the organization of the society, the depository 
was opened, and the importance of it may be judged ‘of from the fact, that it 
has not been able to furnish one half the calls upon it since the establishment 

was publicly announced ; and it is believed from the constantly increasing de- 
mand for books, and the continu: il multiplication of sunday se hools, that a a cap- 
ital of 500 dollars might be beneficially employed in this depository. 


ee 


General Sunday School Union for Missouri and Illinois. 


It is with feelings of exultation, and gratitude to the parent of mercies and 
God of grace, that the managers of the General Sunday School Union for 
Missouri and Illinois, exhibit their first annual report. 

When it is considered that the sunday school system is of late origin in 
most of the settlements in these states, that many o f our population were en- 
tire strangers to its operations—that g rreat difficulties had to be encountered 
in procuring the requisite teachers—that most of our settlements are but thin- 
ly populated—and that owing to our remote situation from the operations of 
the parent society, and the difficulty of realizing funds sufficient to keep our 
depository supplied with books; we are oppre ssed with gratitude, for the 
success that has followed our first year’s united effort, and feel greatly encour- 
aged to persevere in the great and good cause. 

Immediately upon the formation of this Union, measures were adopted by the 
managers to carry the benevolent design of its founders into extensive oper- 
ation by opening a principal depository in St. Louis and supplying it with 
books, by encouraging the formation of branch societies, and by bringing into 
existence sabbath schools in the two states. A correspondence was opened 
with the American Sunday School Union, by which means this Union became 
recognized as an auxiliary, our treasurer e njoyed a seat at its annual meeting, 
and a supply of books, tickets, &c. forwarded to us on credit at cost prices. In 
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the mean time the board availed themselves of a small stock of books and tracts 
in the hands of Rev. Mr. Peck, which furnished a partial supply for the early 
part of the season. Such however has been the increase of schools creating 
a demand upon the depository that nearly all the stock has been drawn out at 
an early gem and repeated applicants have been sent away empty handed. 
To remedy this serious inconvenience, the managers remitted their funds, and 
requested the parent society to be indulged in another supply of $75 worth 
on credit. This request was most cheerfully complied with and the box ship- 
ped, but we are sorry to add, that in conveying it up the Mississippi it was sunk 
with other goods in the steam boat Putnam. The box has been recovered but 
its contents are nearly spoiled. This disaster would have placed the depo- 
sitory under the same embarrassments about supplying schools this spring 
as existed last season. ‘To remedy this as far as possible the board have 
promptly remitted upwards of eighty dollars the past winter, which was ob- 
tained chiefly from life subscribers and donations, by the exertions of the 
corresponding secretary while engaged in the employ of the American Sun. 
day School Union, and again appealed to the indulgence of that institution for 
another credit of one hundred dollars, which is expected to arrive soon. 

Experience in sunday school instruction in those parts of the world where 
the system has been fully tried, has long since settled the question, that without 
a system of rewards but little can be done—that the most suitable rewards are 
books,—and that with a competent supply regularly furnished each school, the 
scholars will be induced to attend regularly, behave correctly, and make as 
tonishing progress in memorising their lessons. Hence the vast importance 
of a well furnished depository where those books can be obtained in a more 
ready and economical manner, It is to this part of the system the managers 
have directed their attention with unremitting application, and to procure 
funds to effect this object no effort has been spared. It is gratifying to ob 
serve that success has followed beyond their expectations, but still they are 
far from possessing the pecuniary ability to replenish their depository, and 
discharge the debt due the parent union for stock advanced, in the degree 
that is desirable. In this the managers do not despond, but feel gratefully en 
couraged from the result of one year’s labour, and from the fact that the sun- 
day school cause is awakening public attention, and calling forth to its aid men 
inevery station in life. The bounty of the wealthy and the mite of the wid- 
ow will yet pass into the sunday school treasury. It is not the least encour 
aging that upon the dissolution of the Agricultural Society of Hlinois last win 
ter, itsfunds, amounting to sixty-three dollars, were consecrated to the service 
of our union, upon condition of a solemn pledge to employ it solely in open 
ingg branch depositories in different parts of Hlinois, and to be called “ 7%. 
Wiinois Special Sunday School Fund.” The pledge has been given, and mea 
sures adopted to carry into effect the object of the donors. 

This union has ten life members, and ¢/irty annual subscribers, besides a 
number of benefactors in making donations. ‘There has been received into 
the treasury $205 20} of which $50 were from life subscribers, §22 from 
branch societies as initiatory fees, $25 from annual subscribers, $21 20 in do- 
nations, and $80 09 from sale of books, &c. at cost,—and there has been paid 
out for books purchased in St. Louis, printing constitutions, blank forms, pos- 
tage, and other incidental expenses $44 91} and $151 50 remitted to the 
American Sunday School Union for stock, leaving a balance of $4 644 in the 
treasury, exclusive of the Hlinois Special Sunday School Fund. Another 
small fund has been created for special purposes. Fifty cents having been re- 
ceived from a gentleman in Cape Girardeau County to be applied for the best 
possible purpose ; it was appropriated to the purchase and sale of small prem. 
ums, tracts, and hymn books at an advanced price, the profits to be solely devo 
ted in aiding such schools as were unable to purchase premiums. ‘This has 
accumulated to $2 783 from which donations im small premiums and tracts 
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have been made to four schools, tothe value of $1 18}, leaving one dollar and 
sixty cents on hand for further accumulation. 

At least twenty two branch societies have been formed, eight in Missouri, and 
fourteen in Illinois, eleven of which have paid the initiatory fee and have been 
recognised and entitled to full privileges in this union, and from one to twelve 
schools are patronised by each society. 


Sabbath School Union of the District of Columbia. 


At no period since the Union was instituted, has it been more flourishing, 
or presented more cheering prospects, than the present. The objects of 
sabbath school instruction are more correctly appreciated, and are evidently 
gaining the confidence and respect of those, who with a deep interest in their 
success, have been too indifferent and neglectful as to the results which these 
institutions are well fitted to secure. More zeal and energy seem to be visi- 
ble in those who have the charge of pupils, than have heretofore been wit- 
nessed, and an increased spirit of prayer appears to be kindled up in their 
bosoms, for the divine blessing to attend their efforts: they are becoming 
more and more convinced, that they occupy the high station of co-workers 
with God; and, that the responsibilities which they have assumed, are most 
momentous. They daily learn additional reasons, and acquire additional 
motives for uniting effort and persevering assiduity, 

Since our last Annual Report, one school has been added to our number, 
which now amounts to 16. From three of the schools, no returns have been 
received, The 13 which have reported, exhibit their condition and prospects 
as highly flattering: several of them have received a considerable addition 
to their number, both of teachers and pupils: last year 14 schools contained 
1512 scholars :—this year 13 schools are reported to contain 1650. 

Number of scholars —Allowing to the schools which have not reported, 
the same number of teachers and scholars as they returned last year, the sta- 
tistical facts of the Union will be as follows :— 

Number of schools 16; female teachers 118 ;—male do. 71;—number of 
female scholars 928 ;—male do. 838 ;—whole number of scholars 1766, 

In 8 schools it is ascertained that 117,820 verses of scripture, catechism, 
and hymns, have been committed to memory and recited. In the other 8 
schools, where no accurate record of the recitations was preserved, it is sup- 
posed that as many as 50,000 verses were recited ;—making an aggregate in 
the whole Union of 167,820. 

Such are the principal facts which the delegates think it important to 
communicate. Upon these facts they rely for arguments that will preclude 
the necessity of colouring or exaggeration. The instances of conversion 
among teachers and scholars, during the past year, are extremely few. The 
influence of the schools, however, has been evidently salutary, in creating a 
desire for instruction, both in letters and religion, and in producing in many 
instances, an elevation of principle, and a sobriety of deportment, which, 
under other circumstances, might probably have never been attained, 

Object and effect of sunday schools —All who are engaged in the promotion 
of sabbath schools, or feel an interest in their success, have abundant proof, 
that next to the public institutions of learning and the ordinances of the 
christian church, they are the most efficient instruments for the accomplish- 
ment of two desirable objects:—the elevation of intellectual character and the 
salvation of the soul. Through their efforts, indigent, and perhaps vicious, 
youth are gathered from the highways and hedges—taught to reverence the 
sabbath, to respect themselves and their parents, to regard the institutions of 
religion, and to direct their thoughts to the solemn considerations of death, 
judgment, and eternity. They communicate a knowledge of letters, induce 
a love of reading, cultivate habits of thought, and develope powers of mind, 
which otherwise, as “gems of purest ray,” might have slumbered forever in 
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the dark and dreary bosom of ignorance. The fields, indeed, on which they 
commence the work of moral and intellectual culture, wear to the eye of the 
faithless and indolent, an aspect the most unlovely and forbidding. But 
cheerless as the prospect may be, it has been encountered with encouraging 
and almost uniform success. In more instances than one, by patient effort, 
the wildness of nature has been exchanged for the beauties of fruitfulness 
which education and religion united, seldom fail to produce. The wilder- 
ness has not unfrequently become the fruitful field—* instead of the thorn, 
has come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier, the myrtle tree.”? These 
are no fancied representations. Wherever a well regulated sabbath schoo! 
is supported, these results are distinctly visible. 

Concert of rayer.—The delegates have the pleasure of stating to the 
Parent Institution, that the Union has established a Monthly Concert of 
Prayer, held on the third Monday evening of each month. 

The meetings thus far have been well attended, and have excited much 
interest. Its tendency we trust, will be not only to bring down upon our 
schools, and upon sabbath schools in general, the kindest blessings of heaven, 
but also, to unite and concentrate the feelings and sentiments of all who are 
engaged in their management. Local circumstances prevent the meeting 
from being held on the second Monday evening, the time adopted by the 
American Union; but it is hoped that our supplications on this account will 
not be less fervent or effectual. 

In concluding the delegates would express their earnest and devout wishes 
that the American Union may increase in ability, in effort, and in usefulness. 
The cause is God’s, and cannot fail of success. It is multiplying the triumphs 
of the Redeemer, and is effecting much towards placing on his head that one 
remaining crown, ‘‘the crown of all the earth.” 

Notice of Mr. Caldwell—The following extract from the report of the Sab- 
bath School Association of the First Presbyterian Church in the city of Wash- 
ington, it is deemed expedient to append to our report. 

In paying a tribute of respect to departed worth, it becomes our mournful! 
duty to state, that it has pleased the Almighty disposer of all events, to de- 
prive us, since the last anniversary, of our beloved and excellent President, 
Elias B. Caldwell :* It will be unnecessary for us, on an occasion like this, to 
expatiate on the virtues and excellencies that adorned the character of one 
so intimately known to us all. No eulogy of our’s can add to the dignity of 
his christian name. As the ardent friend and liberal patron of this, and many 
other benevolent institutions, he was well known to the christian world. 
Amongst others of our degraded and wretched race, the sons of Africa wil! 
long deplore his loss. From the formation of our Association, in which he 
took an active part, until his last sickness, we constantly enjoyed the bene- 
fit of his counsels, his beneficence, and his prayers. Amongst the many and 
various plans of usefulness, that occupied his enlarged and benevolent mind, 
none held a more prominent place, than the cause of sabbath schools. Often 
have we seen his palid countenance gather brightness, and heard his enfee- 
bled voice burst forth with redoubled energy, whilst encircled with his little 
congregation in the sabbath school, he would point them to that Saviour who 
said “ Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.” But we forbear, remembering that his memoria! 
is on high, inscribed by the pen of the recording angel in the book of life. 
Like his, may our life be useful and pious; like his, may our death be peace- 
ful and happy. 


* Mr. C, was also a Manager of the American Sunday School Union.—E£d, 
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Alexandria Sunday School Unien. 


Too much praise cannot be given to those who have sustained, with so much 
ability and faithfulness, the noble, yet arduous duties, of superintendents and 
teachers in our several schools. Whatever estimate a selfish and erring world 
may form of their labours, they will ever enjoy the respect and approbation of 
the patriot, the philanthropist and the christian. 

One advantage (and surely not the least among the many which might be na- 
med) which has resulted from the Union is this :—that it has brought chris- 
tians of different denominations, to act in concert. It has been often remark- 
ed, and we believe it is generally true, that the more intimately christians of 
different denominations become acquainted with each other, the less they are 
disposed to contend about those points upon which they cannot agree. By 
keeping at a distance from each other, they are often led to indulge suspi- 
cions, which upon anearer approach, are seen to be wholly unjustifiable, 

On this and other accounts, the Board would most solicitously and affection- 
ately urge a perseverance in this work of the Lord.—And if any one of our 
friends should feel in his heart the least disposition to draw back and to with- 
hold his further aid in this service, let him, on the morning of the next Lord’s 
day, walk with us to the several houses of religious worship in this city, and in- 
spect our schools. He will find in those connected with the Union 536 immor- 
tal beings, under the care and instruction of about 70 prudent, pious, and in- 
telligent teachers, besides a large and flourishing school which has not, as yet, 
united with us: and when he remembers, that, but for the intervention of 
christian benevolence, many of these deathless minds, now open to the recep- 
tion of useful knowledge, had, in all probability, been forever locked up in 
mental darkness; and when he is told that the parents of many of them were 
either too ciggge pay even the little pittance which is required in this place 
for education, @Ptoo ignorant to appreciate its value, or what is worse, too sot- 
tish and depraved to seek it for their offspring: when he is assured that sev- 
eral, who entered our schools perfectly ignorant of the first principles of lan- 
guage, now read with fluency, and some of them with sacred delight, that 
blessed book, which tells them how Jesus died to save their souls from hell: 
when he is told that these children carry to their homes their tracts, their re- 
ward books, their bibles, and the instruction of their teachers—when he is told 
that these are read and rehearsed in the ears of the parents, and that the Ho- 
ly Spirit has frequently blessed these simple means to their saving conversion, 
and is thus still * out of the mouths of babes and sucklings perfecting praise,” 
When he has seen and heard all this, let him in imagination follow these youth 
into the walks of society, and see them becoming peaceful, intelligent, indus- 
trious and useful citizens—assisting in their turn to instruct the ignorant—to 
reclaim the vicious—and to promote with a zeal, tempered with knowledge, 
the peace and happiness of the church of Christ—and then let him say whe- 
ther he is not abundantly compensated for whatever of time, of talent, of funds, 
of influence he may have contributed to this cause, and whether he need any 
thing else to encourage—to constrain him to go forward, 


Swedesborough Sunday School Society. 


In the year 1808,* the rector of the church in this place, (the Reverend 8. 
Wilmer,) who had conducted a sunday school for gratuitous instruction im 
Maryland, where he had resided and officiated, undertook the establishment 


* Will our correspondents inform us, if they know of any schools establish- 
ed on this plan at as early a period as this ?—Cor, Sec’y. 
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of one, upon his removal to this place. No other schools of the kind, it is be- 
lieved, were conducted in this country at the time, nor was their existence any 
where known. As the institution was novel and singular, he had but little 
encouragement for some time. After several interruptions, (owing to the 
indifference of parents, and the want of family government,) the utility of the 
plan was manifest ; the positive, as well as the negative benefits, were genc- 
rally acknowledged, and opposition ceased. 





Newark Sunday School Union. 


Your Union now numbers no less than seventeen auxiliaries, thirteen of 
which have had under their care during the year prior to the date of their 
respective reports thirty-five schools, in which were 5,060 scholars (480 otf 
whom were coloured) conducted by 496 teachers and 43 superintendents. If 
we add to these, the probable numbers connected with the four auxiliaries 
which have not furnished any report for this occasion, there will be thirty-nine 
schools, 3,660 scholars and 645 teachers and superintendents. Believing it to 
be important to the society, and to the public, to know that sabbath school ex- 
ertions are not confined to our more populous towns, the board will now 
proceed to more minute details, 

In the township of Newark sunday schools were first instituted about the 
year.1813. The Baptist Sunday School Society of Newark was the first we 
were permitted to recognize as an auxiliary, the managers of which have 
manifested a deep concern for the interest of this Union. This society was 
formed in 1818, and has at present under its care a promisiggggschool, consist- 
ing of fifty-two male and forty-eight female scholars, (incl@ig 26 coloured) 
fifteen teachers and one superintendent. 

The Sunday School Association of the Presbyterian Church, next claims 
our regard, as having under its patronage, the first sunday school that was or- 
ganized in this town. It now maintains three schools, one of which is for col- 
oured persons, in which are at the present time, 121 male and 234 female 
scholars, 78 of the whole being coloured, 92 teachers and five superintendents. 
In the coloured school are twenty-three adults, two only of whom are unable 
toread. All that generally relates to these schools is encourrging to the su. 
os and teachers, and excites in them a spirit of cheerfulness to !a- 

our, and of faith and hope of abundant harvest. Indeed, already have they 
commenced their ingathering, nine male and twenty-nine female teachers 
having publicly professed Christ, since February, 1825. ‘Their report states 
that, the recent revival commenced in the Sunday School Monthly Concert of 
Prayer, which was first held in their congregation. Much seriousness still ex- 
ists in the female department of the principal school, and two of the scholars 
give evidence of conversionto God. In the coloured school, also, many are 
serious, and two are hopeful converts. Connected with this school is a library 
of 170 volumes of moraland religious books, which is very useful in promot- 
ing in the minds of the children a thirst for knowledge. 

The sunday school society of the second Presbyterian Church in Newark, 
celebrated its eighth anniversary in August last, and as we learn by their an- 
nual report, had at that time two schools under its patronage; in which were 
106 male and 187 female scholars, 31 of whom were coloured ; fifty-four teach- 
ersand two superintendents. Additions of 133 scholars and 22 teachers have 
been made during the past year. This is attributed to a rigid course of visiting 
— by the teachers, who have been in the habit of industriously searching 


or the neglected, and bringing them into their schools. The managers speak of 


the “ American Sunday School Magazine,”’ a copy of which they regularly take 
for each department of the school, as having been the means of stimulating 
them tothis exertion. It is with much pleasure your board remark with res- 
pect to this society, that their constitution makes provision for clothing their 
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poor children, and that though they have suffered the disadvantage of an in- 
competent number of teachers and insufficiency of funds, yet their concerns 
have been conducted harmoniously and successfully. Fifteen teachers had pro- 
fessed the religion of Jesus, and two were propounded for admission to the 
church. 

The Methodist Sunday School of Newark, we are pleased to learn, has re- 
ceived a new impulse by the formation of our Union. The teachers are much 
engaged in training the children, and hold prayer meetings with them, which 
occasions considerable solemnity. Their school at present consists of 50 male 
and 60 female scholars, 17 teachers and two superintendents. The Sunday 
School Monthly Concert isattended in this town as « Union meeting of all 
the teachers, and is a delightful and solemn season. It was in this meeting, that 
the design of a County Union was first proposed with any prospect of being 
effected. May not the utmost good be realized from plans which originate at 
such a source? 

The Methodist Episcopal Sunday School Society in Belleville, reported 
on the 13th ult. that their school commenced in 1825, with 50 scholars; that 
their number is now 68, 365 of whom are male, and 32 female; 25 coloured, 
under the regulation of 15 teachers, and 4 superintendents. Weare happy 
to notice that a monthly meeting is held by the teachers, which is blessed 
to their spiritual improvement, 8 of whom have recently obtained hope of sal- 
vation, 16 are hopefully pious; several of the scholars are awakened, and 
2 have obtained hope : the teachers pay particular attention to the spiritual 
welfare of the children. 

Perhaps nothing in the limited history of this Union, is better calcu- 
lated to prove the competency, under the divine blessing, of well di- 
rected sunday school plans, to equalize and make happy all classes of men, 
than what relates to the sunday school of the Reformed Dutch church of 
Aquackanonk. How much this society attributes its success to the Es- 
sex county Sunday School Union, it is perhaps unnecessary to inquire; yet 
it is important to know that its formation was preceded by the same ex- 
ertions in general on the part of the projectors and managers of the Union, 
as were with respect to other parts of the county; while at the same time, 
your managers are bound to bear testimony to the importance of pastoral ex- 
ertion, by saying, that as much as to any other means, we are indebted to the 
zeal and perseverance of the pastor of that church. Every sentiment in their 

report of only two months’ operation, every proceeding referred to, every fact 
recorded, and every effect produced by their instrumentality, is calculated to 
excite in the breast of every christian, and every well wisher of society, ex- 
traordinary sensations of delight and gratitude ; while in the opinion of the 
board, our common design has been effected in this village, in an unexampled 
manner, the most satisfactory evidence also, is furnished by the experience 
of this society, that schools can be continued through the winter, even in thinly 
settled neighbourhoods. ‘*Many of the scholars,’ says the report, ‘have 
come a distance of from two to four miles on foot, in the most unfavourable 
and inclement season of the year, thus manifesting an ardour not to be 
quenched by many waters, or checked by miry travelling, or cooled by win- 
try frosts.” Their school now contains 128 males, and 124 female scholars, 
(134 of whom are coloured) children and adults; and 23 teachers, besides 
the superintendent. An increase of teachers is needed and expected, _—_ 
expectations are indulged with respect to enlarging these schools in the 
spring. 

In the township of Elizabeth, the Union has two auxiliaries. The First 
Presbyterian Sunday School Association in their report of December 12th, 
1825, state that they have three sunday schools, one of which containing 
25 scholars, is for coloured children and adults. In the three schools are one 
hundred and seventeen male, and one hundred thirty-four female scholars; 
42 teachers, and 4 superintendents, The secretary in a communication of the 
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25th ult. writes, that the sunday school Monthly Concert of Prayer, is well at- 
tended, that the schools are favoured with pastoral visits, and that there is at 
present a great degree of seriousness in the schools. Many appear to be 
seeking the salvation of their souls, and a number give evidence that they 
have found the ‘pearl of great price.” Of the 17 teachers, who are not pro- 
fessors of religion, 15 are subjects of the present revival, or attend the con- 
ference as inquiring souls, as also 30 of the scholars. This society contem- 
plate establishing schools in other parts of the congregation. 

Brethren, managers, superintendents, and teachers, let us arise ; parents 
and guardians—ye who Jove God, and regard the souls of men as of more 
worth than so many worlds—ye who wish to see Jesus reign—ye who are set 
for the defence of the gospel, and love to see the ransomed of the Lord re- 
turn, and come to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads, 
arise! arising to this work, will be the best comment that can be made upon 
what this report exhibits. Come up to the help of the Lord in the sunday 
school cause, and our auxiliaries will increase, and under them all will be 
training ere long, ten thousands of our sons and daughters, perhaps for heaven. 
Let us but go forward, in the name of the Lord, and soon every untutored 
child may be taught of God—the hearts of the fathers will be turned to the 
children, and the hearts of children to their fathers ; the curse will be averted, 
vice with its numberless miseries will be done away, and our churches will 
be full, And when the thousands of our sunday school trained children, 
with the thousands trained in our sister institutions, under our illustrious pa- 
rent the American Sunday School Union, with the millions of others from the 
east, and the west, the north, and the south, shall be gathered before the 
throne of God, and the Lamb. Behold! a multitude which no man can num- 
ber, redeemed to God by means of sunday schools, and commencing their 
everlasting song, saying, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing ; for thou hast redeemed us to God, by thy blood, while their re- 
deemed teachers will with solemn joy eternally respond, Amen—blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth on the throne, 
and to the Lamb forever. 

(7 The following was reported too late to be noticed in our’s, but it is sub- 
joined in this way, by a vote taken at the annual meeting. The directors of 
the sunday school at Connecticut Farms, report to the Sunday School Union 
of Essex county, that two and sometimes three sunday schools have been con- 
tinyed in the place for some years, besides two on our borders, composed in 

art of the children of this congregation. But at the commencement of the 

ast spring, some benevolent females resolved to attempt a school upon the 
local system recommended by Dr. Chalmers. 

The families and children not connected with the other schools were visi- 
ted, and a society was formed for clothing those who were poor ; the result 
was, that one hundred and forty children were collected, and instructed in 
nine different schools, mostly the dwellings of their teachers: the congrega- 
tion now beginning to take an interest in the object, appointed a board of 
superintendents, to visit and examine the several classes, and to establish 
a uniform system of rules ; these classes were continued until winter, and some 
of them until near spring. The public examination, the reports of the 
teachers, the distribution of the premiums, and the address to the scholars, 
awakened to an unusual degree, the interest of the congregation. One 
scholar had recited 276 verses of scripture, 174 verses of hymns, 1838 Bible 
questions, ‘The local system has the advantage in a scattered population, of 
pn the distance of space to be travelled by the scholars, and the distance 
of time between the eye of the parent and the teacher. It recommends 
itself by its simplicity, to places were there is a defect of means or public 
spirit for organization : the friends of children and of youth, may collect them 
in their own houses without delay, begin their instructions, and awaken at- 
tention, and draw forth patronage by their own exertions. 
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ADDRESSES, 


Delivered at the Second Anniversary of the American Sunday Scheol Union. 


Mr. Brssex rose to second the first resolution, with feeling, which he could 
not express. The question, whether sabbath schools are useful, has been 
settled ; and it now remains for the Christian world to act. My mercantile 
brethren will see, ina moment, with figures, that the amount contributed to 
this society during the year, throughout our Union, embracing four and twen- 
ty great republics, will be only one mill to each child, which amounts to halfa 
cent each, on the whole number. 

I mention this not to throw a damp over the feelings of any individual; 
for I rejoice in the success of the institution. But let us not be deceived by 
round numbers—let us look into the calculation, as we do in our own af- 
fairs; and let us be impressed with the duty of humility, while we rejoice at 
the prosperity of the society. Much credit is due for that which has been 
done ; but let those who have done it behumble. The question is now set- 
tled, as to the importance of sunday schools. Our time is short; then what- 
soever our hands find to do, let us do it with all our might. (The resolution 
was then adopted.) 

Tue Rev. Mr. Brantiy, on moving the second resolution addressed the 
meeting as follows : 

Mr. President, \n offering the resolution which I hold in my hand, I beg 
leave to present a few considerations, suggested by the occasion on which 
we are now assembled. It is a remark which fell, 1 think, from the judicious 
pen of Dr. Witherspoon, that the religion of riper years, in many instances, 
is nothing more than the resuscitation of principles implanted in youth. This 
observation is largely verified by the christian history of many whose minds 
have been early imbued with the discipline of piety, and who have felt in 
childhood’s tenderness, the plastic energy of heavenly truth. The impres- 
sions of that period have come back to them sweetened with a thousand de- 
lightful associations, to which distance in time has lent enchantment; and 
hence the dogmas of inspiration have derived a force which was sufficient 
to control all the subsequent determinations of the mind. Persuasion never 
exerts a more successful influence over the heart, than when the predilec- 
tions of childhood are seconded by the sober discretion of matured age, and 
when rational experience consecrates the breathings of the youthful spirit 
after the blessings of immortality. 

The genuine glory of a nation depends upon the moral training of its 
youth. This is the period in which the obliquities of perverted nature must 
be corrected, when the salt of manly virtue must be cast into the fountain, 
and a proper seasoning imparted to all the issues of life. ‘This is the crisis 
when the luxuriant shoots of early vice must be pruned away by the hand 
of wholesome cultivation, and the tender bud, the only hope of coming fruit, 
protected from the ranker shoots of ill habit. It is now, that virtue may en- 
ter into successful competition for the supremacy of the heart, against the 
baleful train of licentious principles which are ready to ensnare it, and the 
assiduities of faithful instruction may be crowned with success. For, itis a 
maxim, confirmed no less by the moral structure of human nature, than by 
the attestations of experience, that the mind does not soon unlearn what it 
has been long in learning. On the other hand, if the youth of a country 
grow up in profligate morality, and their early habits be corrupted by effem- 
inacy and dissoluteness, whilst the views suggested by the impending destiny 
of man are kept out of the question, it will require no forecast to perceive 
that such a people are nurturing in their very bosom the elements of their 
own destruction, and that a canker is corroding the vitals of the body politic. 

If we may credit the author of the institution of Cyrus, the ancient Persians 
owed much of their national importance to the schools of justice to which 
their youth were sent. These schools were distinguished by some noble pe- 
culiarities, and sent forth that moral treasure and strength which enriched 
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and fortified the nation. Among the principles of justice which they incul- 
cated, was one unknown to other celebrated codes of antiquity, and that is, 
that ingratitude was an actionable offence. A crime like this, among’ all na- 
tions, has been visited with united odium, but only among the Persians was 
it the matter of legal prosecution. Now, sir, the maxims on which sunday 
schools are founded, do not, it is true, contemplate the same mode of puni- 
tive vengeance upon ingratitude. But they pursue a method more effectu- 
al. In this institution the axe is laid at the root of the evil. Ingratitude to 
the great Benefactor is here accounted a primary sin, and ingratitude to our 
fellow men comes next in regular gradation. This, I may warrantably affirm, 
is a signal feature in the course of instruction adopted in the schools under 
consideration. Hence we may perceive that their restraining power will reach 
points of turpitude to which legal coercion cannot be extended ; that they 
will supply a material link in the great chain of public morals, and will tend 
to perpetuate the integrity of national strength. 

A system of direction provident of their future welfare is indispensably 
necessary to the rising generation. Tothem the path of life is untrodden 
and all the perils of the way unknown. Their little steps lead them on 
with an unsuspecting progress amid a thousand snares. 


** Alas! regardless of their doom, 

The little victims play ; 

No sense have they of ills to come, 

No care beyond to-day: 

But see how all around them wait, 

The ministers of human fate, 

And black misfortune’s baleful train; 
Ah! show them where in ambush stand, 
To seize their prey, the murderous band, 
Ah! tell them they are men.” 


It is the benevolent design of the institution on the anniversary of which 
we are assembled, to “tell them they are men,” to prepare them for defence 
against the horrid ambuscade which infests their path, to enable them to meet 
ina proper spirit the ministers of human fate, and to arm them with chris- 
tian fortitude against ‘‘ misfortune’s baleful train.” 

[ rejoice at the results of the Union as already announced. But, sir, how 
can we speak definitively of the result? When so many of these little pro- 
bationers for eternity have been embodied under the prayers and affection- 
ate counsels of pious tutors, when so many lessons of wisdom have been ad- 
dressed to their susceptible powers, when so many of the precious aphorisms 
of God’s word have been lodged in the store house of their memory, can we 
imagine that any disclosures short of those which eternity shall make, will 
sufficiently unfold the results? The present success does indeed encourage 
us. But on the supposition of the total absence of those facts which have 
been reported, should our exertions be suspended, or our ardour remitted ? 
If the nature of the moral lessons taught in sunday schools be such that, 
like seed, they may lie long buried in the heart; if the progressive opera. 
tion of divine truth, may often run deep, like the vein of the precious metal; 
if it be so that the religion of riper years may be only the resurrection of 
some pious implantation made in childhood, then I say it must be left for eter- 
nity to tell how much good is achieved by the Union which now celebrates 
its happy co-operation. It is not too much for christian faith to believe that 
many of the children under the care of this union, shall go down to the si- 
lent shades with the rod and the staff which they have been enabled to grasp 
in the sunday school; that in the close of their mortal career, when every spark 
of earth-born rapture shall have fled their pale cheeks and dissolving frames, 
the hope of a better life shall sustain them, and kindle a glow of delight and 
felicity beyond the grave. For as the rain cometh down from heayen and 
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the snow, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth that it may bring 
forth seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall the word of God be 
that goeth forth out of his mouth. It shall not return unto him void, but shall 
accomplish that whereunto it is sent. And so shall it be with the joyful 
emanations from these divine seminaries. They revive the nurseries of the 
human race, they water the earth that it may send forth its successive genera- 
tions with holy vigour, that instead of the thorn came up the firtree, and in- 
stead of the brier the myrtle tree, and that it may be to the Lord for a name, 
for an everlasting sign which shall not be cut off. 





CONVENTION OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH, 


A communication was made by the Corresponding Secretary, to the Gen- 
eral Convention of the Baptist denomination in the United States at its recent 
meeting in New York, and the following reply has been received: 

Philadelphia, May 17th, 1826. 

Dear Brotaer, The General Convention of the Baptist denomination in the 
United States, received during its recent session in New York, acommunica- 
tion through you from the board of managers of the American Sunday School 
Union, accompanied by some of your reports. These were referred toa 
select committee, whose report (very favourable to your society) was unani- 
mously adopted, and the following resolutions immediately passed. 

‘* Resolved, That this convention view with lively interest, the extensive 
operations and growing prosperity of the American Sunday School Union ; 
and that our secretary be requested to return a friendly answer to the letter 
received from that body. 

‘* Resolved, That the particular attention of our denomination be urged to 
the support and increase of sabbath schools. Much hasbeen already done, 


but such is the extent of the field of labour that new, enlarged, and vigorous — 


exertions are imperiously required.” 

It is with peculiar satisfaction, that I furnish you with this evidence of the 
enlightened sense of the value of the American Sunday School Union, and 
pleasure at its growth, which pervades the Baptist General Convention. We 
may very reasonably calculate, that these resolutions will greatly facilitate 
the work of your agents, or missionaries, in those distant sections of our 
country, where sunday schools are little known. 

lam, dear sir, with very affectionate personal respect, 
HOWARD MALCOM, Secretary, &c. 
To the Corresponding Secretary of the 
American Sunday School Union. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
The General Assembly held their annual session in this city, in the month 


of May. Much important business came before them and was disposed of 


in the usual manner. During the session a communication was made to them 
by the Corresponding Secretary of the American Sunday School Union of 
the same character as has been addressed to ecclesiastical bodies of other de- 
nominations, soliciting an expression of their opinions of this institution, and 
that they would recommend it to the patronage of the churches under their 
care. This communication was referred to a committee, which reported the 
following resolution which was adopted, viz : 

“Resolved, That the General Assembly do cordially approve of the design 
and operations of the American Sunday School Union; and they do ear- 
nestly recommend to all the ministers and churches under their care to em- 


ploy their vigorous and continued exertions in the establishment and sup- 
port of sabbath schools’”’ 


— + 
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THE NECESSITY OF PREPARATION FOR PUBLIC PRAYER. 


The object of achristian in publicly presenting himself at the throne of 
grace, in social prayer, should, I conceive, be to offer unto God those sacri- 
fices which may be considered to be well leasing to him, and consistent 
with the wants, and feelings, and desires, of those by whom he is surround. 
ed, so that they may prove a source of edification and comfort to them, and 
be acceptable unto God; and a moment’s reflection will convince us, that there 
is a vast variety of objects, which on such occasions should claim our atten- 
tion, and be embodied in our petitions. We should recall to our recollection 
the different characters and circumstances of our fellow members and labour- 
ers, the circumstances connected with our church and our school, and the 
state of religion there. We should adore the infinite greatness and majesty 
of our Creator, acknowledge our vileness and sinfulness before him; we 
should praise him for the mercies we have received, and the dangers we have 
escaped; we should make mention of our numerous deficiencies, and confess 
and mourn over our manifold transgressions, and implore an increase of faith, 
and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. We should entreat our heavenly 
Father to regard the young, nor should the aged be forgotten. We should 
bear upon our petitions the distressed, and also the afflicted and diseas- 
ed. ‘The prosperity of Zion should be an object nearest our hearts, and 
then the various institutions connected with our church should be no less 
remembered. Our sunday school and our pastor also. These and a variety 
of other important objects, far too numerous even to glance at, should anx- 
iously claim our attention, and be fervently remembered in our petitions be- 
fore the Father of mercies; and allow me to ask, does it require no previous 
thought, no premeditation or private reflection, in order that our minds 
may be prepared for this most weighty and important exercise? But on the 
other hand, is it not true, that the majority who engage in public prayer, en- 
tirely neglect to prepare for the performance of the duty, but depend on 
sudden emotions and immediate assistance? I would therefore proprose the 
question, can this be considered correct and acceptable with God? Or, is it in- 
cumbent upon individuals to prepare themselves for this engagement by pre - 
vious study and meditation? And this leads me to consider the necessity which 
there isfor this preparation. Is it not manifestly impossible to bring to mind the 
subjects which [have enumerated, and which ought always to claim our atten- 
tion in a proper or suitable manner, without some previous thought and pre- 
paration? Is it not perfectly reasonable to suppose, that we should enlarge 
upon them with greater ease and facility, and comfort to ourselves, and in a 
more acceptable manner to God, if we were to give them this previous con- 
sideration, than if we were not? But how different is the practice? Is not 
some study and thought given to every little speech, or address, or exhortation, 
which we offer to others? and is an address to the author of our existence, 
and our continual preserver, the Father of allour mercies, and the God of 
all our comfort, the only thing from which consideration is excluded, and 
thought unnecessary? Is it not reasonable to suppose, that our heavenly Fath- 
er will be more likely to be pleased with our anxiety to render this part of 
our service acceptable and well pleasing to him, than if we evince no such 
anxiety ? 

if at any time we have to solicit favours from a superior, what mighty pre- 
parations are made, and with what skill and deliberation are they arrayed, in 
order that the object in view may be obtained. I am not of course contend- 
ing that this art and arrangement should be observed, previous to entering 
the more immediate presence of our Maker; but surely when we reflect 
who the Being is we address, and the peo of the favours we suppli- 
cate, some degree of holy preparation, of sober thought, cannot be incon- 
sistent with the correct performance of this important duty, nor displeasing 
to our heavenly Father. Should we not spurn from us the bold and obstre- 
perous beggar, who presumptuously forced himself upon us, and demanded 
favours from us. Which is most acceptable to the High and Lofty One that 
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inhabiteth eternity, the requests of him, who like the self-confident pharisee, 
presumptuously enters into his presence, without calling to mind the immea- 
surable distance which there is between them, or the requests of him, who 
like the diffident, unassuming, and retiring publican, takes upon reflec- 
tion such a humbling view of himself, as to strike upon his breast and say, 
‘God be merciful to me a sinner.” 

And I certainly cannot but object to the mode in which prayer meetings, 
both in christian churches and in sunday schools, are generally conducted. 
1 imagine very little, if any, preparation is made by the several members for 
the engagement. I have frequently, when the clock has announced to me 
the hqur of meeting, hurried away, my mind occupied with a variety of 
worldly thoughts and cares; and have no sooner entered the assembly in this 
state of wild confusion, than I have been called upon to engage in the solemn 
exercise of prayer. Has this not been the case with some ot your readers? 
and can it be supposed that this is the fit frame of mind in which to ap- 
proach the august object of our adoration. Is this obeying the injj.nction of 
him who instructed his disciples to approach the throne of grace ‘with fear 
and trembling, in meekness and lowliness of disposition. Ishall close these 
remarks by offering what I consider to be some infallible proofs from scrip- 
ture and other sources, to show that preparation for the engagement of pub- 
lic prayer is lawful and proper. , Upon referring to Exodus, 3:5, we find 
that well known passage, 

‘‘ Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground.” 

Here we have intimated the degree of holy awe and reverence which 
should be evinced by us when entering into the presence of our Creator; 
and is not the sanctuary the place in which he condescends more imme- 
diately to dwell and command spiritual blessings ? 

Refer also to Eccles. 5: 1,2, 

“* Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready 
to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools; for they consider not that they do 
evil.” 

“* Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any 
thing before God; for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth; therefore 
let thy words be few.” 

This last quotation I consider to be decisive upon the subject. Does it 
not show us that our worship is not to be conducted in a wild, incoherent, or 
precipitate manner. Unless we approach God ‘in a tranquil, composed, and 
devotional frame of mind, we may reasonably expect that our sacrifices will 
be unworthy his notice, that they will be like strange fire; and may justly be 
denominated the sacrifices of fools. L consider it therefore of the utmost 
importance that we should not deceive ourselves in this matter. Let us not 
imagine that we are pleasing God, when in truth we are affronting him. 

I shall transcribe an extract from an essay of Dr. Watts, on prayer, in order 
to prove and illustrate the necessity of the preparation for which Iam con- 
tending. 

“ Another extreme to be avoided by all that would obtain the gift of pray- 
er, is a neglect of preparation for prayer, and an entire dependence on sudden 
notions and suggestions, as though we were to expect the perpetual impression 
of the Holy Spirit upon our minds, as the apostles and inspired saints; as though 
we had reason to hope for his continued impulses, both in the manner, and mat- 
ter, and words, of prayer, without any forethought, care, or premeditation 
of our own. It is true indeed, that when a man hath premeditated the matter 
of his prayer and the method of it ever so exactly, he ought not so to con. 
fine himself as to neglect or check any warm and pious desires that may arise 

in his heart in the midst of the duty: but this doth not hinder but that it is 
lawful and proper by all useful means to endeavour in general to learn the 
holy skill of praying, and to prepare also by meditation, reading and holy 
conversation, for the particular exercise of this gift, and the oeehandive of 
this duty.” And again, 
Vo. III—E e 





























































Sg ee 


- . . = J 7. < a * be 
— . “ + = Oe et 2 i et te Be 

iia B. ity ati . , ‘ P 

A RS Eh OY Se eer, oes 


ae 


i. 
=a 


Baile hg , ate 


- 


hk, in a MS Wes 


2 Mee 


Se Pa ae 


. Syne a 


218 














‘* Yet upon some great and solemn occasions, public and private, when 
seasons are set apart for prayer, a regular premeditation is very useful and 
advantageous to persons of the highest attainments.” 

The conclusion therefore which L arrive at, is this, that we should, whenever 
we can find opportunity for so doing, by previous thought, call to mind who, 
and what we are; the infinite perfections of the adorable Being, whom we 
address, and the blessings which we should implore of him, so that we may 
approach his sacred presence with caution and solemnity. In fine, that we 
should think before we speak, inasmuch as thereby our thoughts will be 
more likely to correspond with our feelings and our actions. 

London Teacher’s Magazine. 





LIBRARIES. 

The following anecdote is from the last report of the Sabbath School Uni- 
on for Scotland. 

** At a school in St. Michael Street, an English boy (a chimney sweeper) 
joined it, who was remarkably ignorant, and could hardly even read. He 
began, however, to improve, and subscribed moreover for a Bible, and after- 
wards brought some more moncy with which he requested the visiter to pro- 
cure another book for him; the visiter wished them to exercise their own 
judgments, andto see what they considered as desirable books, asked two 
of the elder boys to go with him and purchase a book, and was much pleased 
to find next week, that they had chosen Burder’s Early Piety.* Some weeks 
after this the young teacher who gave the prayer, being absent, one of the 
boys said, that James Quin could give a prayer, which he accordingly did on 
receiving permission from the visiter: on being asked by the visiter whether 
the prayer was his own, he said no, that he had learned it out of Burder’s 
Early Piety. This little anecdote is mentioned both to show the importance 
of Libraries, that they were in fact called for, from the opening of the minds 
of the children, and likewise to point out to the teachers not to be too pro- 
fuse in lending the books, for this one little volume eagerly sought, and lent 
out amongst the children themselves, probably produced far more effect, and 
was far more valued than books lent out too plentifully. 





THE HERDBOY. 

A boy was generally noticed as being perfect in the hymns given to him 
to learn during the week, and at the same time deficient in his Scripture les- 
sons, and gave asa reason, that as his employment was keeping cows, his moth- 
er permitted him to take his hymn book with him into the fields, but not his 
Testament. It was then asked, if such be your employment, how is it that 
you are enabled to attend the school; when he stated that his father took his 
place on the sunday that he might come. 





REMARKS UPON THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF CHILDREN : 
(From the Report of the Halifax Sunday School Union.) 

Education is the means by which our faculty of reason is made both the 
sooner and the better to judge rightly between truth and error, good and evil. 

Applying this definition to the religious instruction of children, your com- 
mittee would request the recollection of the following remarks. 

The religious education of children ought to be commenced in very early life. 
The infant mind opens faster than we are aware. This is the true reason why 
very young children are almost always thought to be peculiarly promising. 
Their intellect outruns in its progress our utmost expectations. In this ten- 
der age, the mind lays hold of every thing it is taught. Its understanding 
and its recollection are then unoccupied, and the affections are remarkably 
tender, susceptible and vigorous:—and from this cause is derived the re- 
markable fact so commonly observed, that the earliest impressions influence 


* Published by the American Sunday School Union. 
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the character and the life beyond all others, and remain strong and vivid 
when almost all others are obliterated fur ever. The younger the child, in 
many cases, the more favourably the opportunity for usefulness which is pre- 
sented to the teacher. 

Thereligious instruction of children ought to be pursued with steadiness and 
uniformity. More than any other persons they need ‘line upon line and pre- 

cept upon precept, here a little and there a little.” Itis the duty of the 
teacher not only to instruct, but repeatedly to inculcate instruction—to fe- 
call what has been forgotten—to explain what has been imperfectly appre- 
hended—to rectify what has been misunderstood, to enforce what has 
been felt, and to illustrate what has been obscure. ‘Teachers in instruct- 
ing children should always maintain the spirit of unwearied perseverance, 
labouring without weariness, without fretfulness, without discouragement, 
without reproaches, and without intermission—and peculiarly patient with 
their ignorance, their backwardness to receive instruction, their forgetful- 
ness, and the doubts and the difficulties which from time to time they suggest. 

Religious instruction ought again to be imparted with a proper attention to the 
individual capacity of children—Their memories ought never to be overbur- 
dened, nor their faculties to be overstrained. ‘The explanations which are 
given them should not only be intelligible, but appropriate to their ascer- 
tained characters, circumstances, @nd powers. At the same time, let it never 
be forgotten that they ought unceasingly to be prompted to the most vigor- 
ous exertion of the talents which they possess. ‘Ihe human mind is nota 
mere vessel into which knowledge is tobe poured. It is better compared to 
a bee fed during the first periods of its existence by the labours of others, 
but intended ere long to expand its wings in the active employment of col- 
lecting sweets in every field within its reach. Without the active exertion 
of its powers, neither the body nor the mind can acquire vigour. “ Without 
corporeal exertion—Goliath would only have been gigantic in weakness; and 
without mental effort, Newton, the prince of philosophers, would have 
merely been an infant of days.” 

In the religious instruction of children the only disposition cherished and dis- 
played should be that of tender affection.—The spirit of the religion of Jesus is 
love—and the temper which is enjoined in the whole system of Christianity 
is love. The conduct then of the teacher who attempts the tuition of chil- 
dren in severity and harshness, contradicts the plainest and most palpable 
declarations of the Bible he explains.-The exhortations of an unkind teach- 
er are always hated, while an affectionate instructer is viewed by his pupil 
as his beloved friend. By a teacher of this character more good can often 
be done in a day, than by an austere one in alife. Children are to be drawn 
with ‘* the cords of love, and the bands of a man.” ‘Truth, especially reli- 
gious truth, to children should always be exhibited with engaging attraction 
and allurement. They should be clearly convinced that the religion of Christ, 
so far from being a system of terror and of gloom, is indentified with the 
happiness of time as well as the destinies of eternity. While the exhibition 
of religion ought always to correspond with the solemnity of its intrinsic 
character and of its final consummation in the invisible world, it ought at the 
same time, to be explained to children more especially, in its cheerful seren- 
ity and loveliness, the source of the purest peace, of the most solid consola- 
tion, of the most refined joy. Thus while its solemnity will awe, its endear. 
ments will inspire hope and engage affection. Unless this mode of instrue- 
tion be adopted, children will be kept at a ditance from religion by a regular 
repulsion—it will be hated and dreaded before it is known—its truths will be 
neither loved, nor respected, nor recollected ; and the austerity of the teach- 
er will counteract all his efforts and neutralize all his usefulness. The ten- 
der flower is closed against the blast of the storm, but it is opened by the 
genial warmth of the sun. 

_ Upon this important subject your committee would finally observe, that re- 
hgious instruction ought invariably and universally to be connected with the most 











ee “ee SAMAR: wake 





ae a 





220 Account of an Initiatory School. July, 


Seine 











I _ 


consistent examples and the most fervent prayers of the teachers. Children are 
always much more ready to imitate conduct than to obey precept; and exam- 
ple has much more influence over them than command. The teacher who 
does not live in accordance with his own instructions, will never be supposed 
to believe what he enjoins. All his labours therefore will be attributed to 
sinister views of his own, rather than toa desire to promote the eternal bene- 
fit of those committed to his charge. Such instructions will neither be com- 


mended to the understanding nor welcomed to the heart. The resolution of 


every teacher ought to be, “I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way, 
1 will walk before the children with a perfect heart.” 


DUNFERMLINE. 

The following is extracted from the report of a teacher in a school at 
Dunfermline, Scotland. 

‘** The exercises in this school are begun by each scholar reading a verse 
of a selected portion of scripture, until all who are capable of reading the 
New Testament have read. They are then instructed to catechise one an- 
other upon the passage read. ‘This is done by making a scholar from each 
class rise alternately, and propose a question @fom what was read. The per- 
son who proposes the question, stands unfilthe verse has been named, which 
contains the answer, when he er she sits down, and the one who discovers the 
answer rises and reads it. As every one is eagerly engaged in quest of an 
answer, it is almost instantaneously discovered. ‘This exercise, with such 
practical remarks as seem necessary, or are obviously suggested by the pas- 
sage, generally occupies from ten to fifteen minutes. Without entering par- 
ticularly upon the merits of this exercise, I would merely remark, that I have 
found it useful in encouraging my scholars to think and in securing their at- 
tention while reading the passage. A portion of a psalm or paraphrase, not 
exceeding eight or twelve lines is then sung, after which we engage in im- 
ploring the blessing and presence of God. ‘The exercise then consists in 
hearing the different classes repeat the tasks assigned them, which in gener- 
al consists of six verses of a selected chapter of the Bible, anda portion of 
the Shorter Catechism. 

“ Persuaded that the memory ought never to be improved to the neglect of 
the understanding, I give out no lessons but such as may be remembered 
with ease, and explained to the understanding without encroaching upon pa- 
tience, by protracting the time of meeting. Consequently, I give no en- 
couragement to extra or voluntary tasks. We conclude by prayer and praise, 
and the school is dismissed class by class.” 





ACCOUNT OF AN INITIATORY SCHOOL. 


The possibility of communicating with effect, religious instruction to the 
young, at a very early period of their lives, has been fully established by 
matter of fact and experience. About eighteen months ago, a sabbath morn- 
ing class was formed, consisting of children from three to five years of age, 
the greater part of whom had not been taught to read their alphabet. 

The method proposed for their instruction was to teach them the first prin- 
ciples of religion, by dictating to them a set of plainand easy questions adap- 
ted to their capacities, composed by a minister of the Church of Scotland, 
and lately published under that signature. 

The progress of the class has been such as to yield the greatest satisfac- 
tion to the teacher, and fully to compensate for all the pains bestowed on 
their instruction. 

Not a few of them under five years of age, who can do little more than 
read the alphabet, have more religious knowledge than many in the public 
day-school, reading the Bible, but who had not the same advantages of early 
instruction. 
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It is the teacher’s opinion, founded on his own experience, that one good 
effect out of many resulting from this mode, is, that opening their minds by 
giving them a few ideas before teaching them their letters, greatly facilitates 
their progress in learning to read. ; 

He is convinced that much good may result from thus beginning (as it were) 
the career of their education by religious instruction, and to teach them to 
employ almost their first accents in lisping the praises of their Maker, being 
assured that out of the mouths of babes and sucklings God has perfected 
and will perfect praise.—f'rom Scotland. 
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NEWCASTLE. 

In one of our Colliery Schools, that at Walls End, which has existed for 
near twenty years, 49 of the teachers are members of religious society, and 
all of them were once scholars in the schools. ‘There are 500 children in this 
school, and such was the gratitude of the parents for the affectionate and 
devoted labours of the superintendent, (who is the agent at this Colliery,) in 
the instruction of these children, that a considerable number held a meeting, 
at which they determined to raise a subscription, and purchase a silver cup to 
be presented to him ;—when he heard of it, he protested against it, and beg- 
ged that they would desist, or, that if they did contribute, they would send 
the money to Barnabas Shaw, the Wesleyan Missionary at the Cape of Good 
Hope, for the instruction of the Hottentot children. Upon a cup, however, 
they had set their hearts, and gave their children a trifle each, but Mr. Reay, 
unwilling to offend them, bought with the amount a small silver cup, and had 
an inscription engraved on it, intimating that it was bought by the contribu- 
tions of the children in the Walls End Schools, and sentas a token of esteem 
and affection to Jacob Links, the first Hottentot local preacher, and it has 
been sent to the Wesleyan Missionary House accordingly. 





BIBLE CLASSES. 


An able communication on the subject of Bible Classes has recently appear- 
ed in the Portland Mirror, from the pen of Rev. Asa Cummings of North 
Yarmouth, Me. Its length induces us to present only the introduction and an 
abstract of the arguments. 

At the meeting of the Cumberland Conference of churches in January 
last, an interesting discussion was commenced on the duty of Christians to 
use their influence to extend the benefits of Bible class instruction. The dis- 
cussion was necessarily broken off through want of time, and the subject re- 
ferred to a committee for farther consideration, who were to publish in the 
Christian Mirror, the result of their researches in the form of a circular to 
the churches. 

Wilbur’s “*Reference Testament” and ‘Bible Class Text Book” are ex- 
tensively used by the Bible Classes in New England. ‘These works are the 
productions not of a retired speculator, who frames plans and theories in his 
closet, but of a plain practical man, who was among the foremost and con- 
tinues among the most persevering, in this department of religious instruc- 
tion. They had been tried in practice before they assumed the form of a sys- 
tem—and are the result of actual experience; hence their happy adaptation 
to this object, and the success which has attended the use of them. 

On the part of ministers, the committee can anticipate only one objection to 
the establishment of Bible classes, viz. the multiplicity and variety of their 
labours. The fact, that a minister’s employments, at the present day, are ac- 
cumulated and arduous, must be admitted. But next to the regular religious 
exercises of the sabbath, there is no labour, with which it would not be bet- 
ter to dispense than this. There is none to which the beneficial results bear 
$0 greata proportion. ‘There is none, with the exception mentioned, which 
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turns to so good account. By this the objects of the Christian ministry are 
more effectually promoted, than by any other of a minister’s week day labours. 
An appeal to facts, well substantiated and made public, will furnish convinc- 
ing proof of the truth of these assertions. The system is such, that these 
results might have almost been presumed on before the experiment 
was made, It is more than probable, that it bears some of the features of 
that pursued by our Great Teacher. Numerous motives for engaging in this 
good work might be added, some of which will be felt more especially by 
ministers, and others in common with them by all consistent zealous Chris- 
tuans. 

1. Itis adapted to enhance a minister’s gifts and qualifications, and to facili- 
tate his other labours. How many discourses, particularly of young preachers, 
are like sounding brass and tinkling cymbals, through want of simplicity and 
adaptation to the capacities and circumstances of the audience. But Bible 
class exercises will make him acquainted with their different capacities, ha- 
bits of thinking, the difficulties and obstacles, which prevent the reception 
and influence of truth; and of course, the best ways of presenting it to the 
mind. 

2. The instruction of a Bible class promotes the intercourse between a 
minister and his flock, and greatly strengthens their mutual attachment. 

3. This system of instruction promotes the union and strength of a reli- 
gious society, and indirectly provides for the future support of the Gospel. 
Those youth, who have enjoyed the benefits of Bible class instruction, will 
be most likely to value all those institutions which the Bible authorizes. 
They will reverence the sabbath and the sanctuary of God—they will not 
be likely to desert that pastor, of whose fidelity and affection they have so 
frequently been witnesses, and whose prayers for their usefulness, respecta- 
bility and final happiness, have so ofter been presented, in their hearing, be- 
fore the throne of grace. 

4. Inthe instruction of a Bible class, there are opportunities to reprove sin 
in the most unexceptionable and delicate, and at the same time effectual 
manner. 

5. The Bible class affords a fair opportunity to give needful instruction on 
subjects which few would think it profitable to discuss before a promiscu- 
ous assembly on the sabbath. 

6. In addition to these religious advantages, it is one of the best systems _ 
for improving the mind, which has ever been instituted. 

7. A Bible class is the best seminary for preparing youth to become sab- 
bath school teachers. The qualifications, which they acquire here, are pre- 
cisely those which are wanted. There are but few towns, in which there are 
not needed from twenty to one hundred instructers for sabbath schools. This 
consideration gives a new importance to Bible classes—an importance which 
it is impossible to estimate. When a competent number of teachers shall 
have been raised up and qualified in these institutions, there is reason to be - 
lieve that sabbath schools will become nurseries for the church, to a degree 
of which the world has yet had no experience. 

8. Bible class instruction sometimes developes talents capable of being 
employed to advantage in the service of the church. If this system should 
generally prevail, it is believed that youth will be found, competent to the 

erformance of any service, for which they are needed. Probably every min- 
ister who has made a fair experiment, has sometimes been agreeably surprised 
at the acuteness, penetration and research, manifested by some of his pu- 
pils. And where writing makes a part of the exercises, asit does in many 
places, and probably the majority of Bible classes, there have been discov- 
ered originality and strength of mind, as gratifying as they were unexpected. 

9. Members of Bible classes when converted, make better Christians, than 
such as are comparatively ignorant of divine truth. 

They therefore, [the committee] entreat ministers, who\have not already 
engaged in the work, to call their youthful charge around them without de- 
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lay. They entreat youth to go in companies to their reluctant minister, if 
such he be, and with their Bible in their hands, pray him to teach it them. 
If the minister is willing and the youth are not, they entreat parents to inter- 
pose all their powers of persuasion to overcome their opposition or indiffer- 
ence; and if hor fail, to go themselves, and try what may be the influence 
of example. 


AUXILIARY UNIONS, : ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 
Recognized June 13th, 1826, 


Bergen, N. J. Sabbath School Asso- 
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Association, Rev. James H. Hotchkin, || Joseph Nourse, Washington City, 3 
President, Elam Bridges, Treasurer, Frederick T. Peet, New York, 2d 3 
William Beardsley, Prattsburgh, |} Charles Deal, 2 48 
Steuben County, N. Y. Secretary. Samuel Lloyd, 2d $ 
Milford (Pa.) Sunday School Soci- || John Wiegand, 2d 3 
ety, Samuel Dapuy, James Wallace, |} William Cunningham, 2d 3 
Superintendents, Moses Bross, Mil- || Thomas Snowden, 2d 3 
ford, Pa. Secretary. James H. Bulkley, 2d ym 
Woodbridge (N. J.) Sunday School || Robert Wallace, aa 3 


Union, instituted April 27, 1826, John 
Stryker, President, John C. Lloyd, 
Vice President, Rev. William B. Bar- 
ton, John T. Halsey, Geo. Y. Brews- 
ter, Ichabod Potter, Managers, 


DONATIONS, 





A friend in Connecticut, through 


a ao 


Franklin S. Gale, Recording Secreta- oe a ot 
ry, John C. Condit, Treasurer, Ed- Thomas Fitzgerald 25 
_— - Wetmore, Woodbridge, N. |} yy... M‘Gowan, ; 50 
. Secretary. , Sel 
ore « (N. Y¥.) Sunday mya" Reet, wd 
School Union, Charles Butler, Cor- M Phillip 50 
responding Secretary. M. M‘Faden, 25 


Tuscarora Valley, (Pa.) Sabbath |} , : oats 
. Cash from sundry individuals, 6 57 
School Society, John H. Burdge, Evansburg Sunday School So- 
President, M. Loughlin, Samuel Wal- br mmetnes, ‘ 5 00 
lick, T'rustees. bs ' 


Paris (Ky.) Sabbath School Union, George Sibert, vibe 


instituted April 13, 1826; Ebenezer 
Sharp, President, Dr. Lloyd Warfield, DONATIONS TO THE MISSIONARY FUND, 
Dr. Robert Taleaferro, Vice Presi- 


dents, Jobn'B. Thornton, Wm. 8. Bry- Oxford, Pa. S. S. Society, - 4% 75 


: ‘irst Presbyterian C }. 
an, Managers, Archer Dickerson, Rec. First Presbyterian Church, § 


Secretary, Willis Young, Treasurer, 


. 
Pa Ke "Farland, Cor. Seoretaty, Fifth Presbyterian Church, 8. 


S. Association, by Thomas 


Mowsrs received by the Treasurer of Snowden, annual subscription, 3 00 


the American Sunday School Uni- Philadelphia Sabbath School 


Concert of Prayer for June, 
SOth of March, 1826. nate Sort ae of which 99 cents were from 


the children of school No. 
MESISEES MEMSER SOR ‘Stre, 60, 50 cents from one class, 
By the payment of thirty dollars, in school No. 2, and 22 cents 


Rey. Oren Hyde, Philadelphia, $30 from school No. 76, 17 45 








T. D. Williams, by John Farr, $5 00 


S. Society, Philadelphia, 1 50 
Charleston, Va. Sunday School, 2 67 
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=—_ —— 
C. M‘Crea, 25 | From B. Chew and Thomas 
J. Coyle, 50|| Parkes, Esqs. out of the an- 
Lawrenceville, N.J. Sunday | nual remittance of Mr. 
School Society by Rev. J. | Barclay of London, by Miss 
Vv. Brown, 3 Tabele, 25 00 


RNotices and Acknowledgments. 


Annual Report.—The second annual report of the American Sunday School 
Union has just been published. With the Appendix, it is comprised in a 
closely printed volume of 144 octavo pages, and contains the managers’ re- 
port, lists of officers, managers, auxiliaries, life and annual subscribers, and 
donors, plans for the formation of auxiliaries, rules of schools, &c. and copi- 
ous and interesting extracts from the reports of auxiliary societies. We hope 
every individual, into whose hands this report may be placed, will give it 
a careful perusal and lend it to their neighbours and friends, that the present 
state and prospects of the union may become more extensively known, and 
the value of these institutions more deeply felt. 


Prize Essay.—The committee of examination have awarded the prize of 
fifteen dollars for the best Essay on the ** Qualifications and duties of Super- 
intendents and Teachers of sabbath schools,” to Mr. Davin Lirrte of the 
Northern Liberties, Philadelphia county, Pa. It will shortly be published. 
The committee of examination consisted of the Rev. Thomas Sargent, M. D. 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. J. L. Dagg, of the Baptist Church, 
and the Rev. Peter Wolle, of the United Brethren’s [Moravian] Church. 
The other two members were not present. 


Missionary Fund.—The recent appointments of sunday school missionaries 
make large demands on the missionary fund, and we hope our friends will 
adopt the best plans for increasing it, and execute them with vigour and per- 
severance. Every day’s experience convinces us that the labour of agents and 
missionaries is indispensable in order to bring the blessings of sunday schools 
home to every town and village in our country; and the success which has 
attended the efforts of the board in this department warrant the employment 
of these means to the utmost extent. The collections at the Sabbath School 
Concert of Prayer, if general, and all contributed to this object, would 
amount to a considerable sum, and be applied in a manner well calculated to 
diffuse widely a knowledge of sunday schools and promote their formation 
and success, The collection at the concert of prayer in this city last month, 
amounted to $17 45, the largest ever taken up at that meeting. We were 
pleased to notice several small sums contributed by children in different 
schools. 


Appointment.—Since our last, the Rev. Groner L. Sixt, of Mendon, Ro- 
chester county, New York, has been appointed a sabbath school missionary 
for one year, to labour in the western part of that state. He will receive the 
principal part (i. e. all but $100) of his support from the Monroe County 
Union. 




















































Rig vE 


